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The Rector’s Ramble (In and Out of Brambles)    On “Teaching Hospitals” 

 

I write to you now, even in the midst of some time off, a little “vacation” in order to integrate our new 

addition, Aidan Marshall, into our, and St. Peter’s, family. The Rector’s wife’s biggest concern was that I at 

least have Sunday services off for a couple of weeks. We really didn’t imagine that all pastoral work would 

utterly cease. Indeed, there is always a bit to do, and with Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Seeley arriving, there are 

things to do. Nevertheless, thanks to all for your help this last and next weekend in covering services for me!  

 Yes, things are starting to rev up for the Fall already, with new ministers arriving to proclaim the 

Gospel to Tech students. A couple of weeks ago, I met the new University Ministry facilitator and his wife 

for The River Anglican Church – no doubt well-prepared with his PhD from St. Andrew’s University. This 

week, I met a young fellow helping to start a new church, The Vine, himself an online PhD student in 

Historical Theology at the University of Aberdeen – and one of Worth’s former instructors at Faith Classical 

School, Roanoke. God bless them in their efforts to proclaim Christ’s way to humble sinners! And may 

these young pastors, so familiar with “what’s trending”, in their own way, pave things so that, someday, these 

students will embrace the fullness of the Faith.  

We too are revving up something of the same, in our own humble way, with the arrival of St. Peter’s 

first assistant in many years, fresh from Nashotah House Theological Seminary in Wisconsin and with much 

experience in monastic life and fascinating experience facilitating Latin rite chapel ministries. Yes, I feel that 

the New River Valley is becoming a bit of an Oxford or Cambridge, with so many of the varieties of 

churchmanship represented - Anglican, Presbyterian, and, generally, evangelical – as is the case at those 

great University towns. And we, we at St. Peter’s are like a representative of the Anglo-Catholic tradition in 

the midst of all of that – just a little bit outside all the bustle of Blacksburg and its trending evangelicalism.  

By way of context, there is a little suburb of Oxford called Jericho, and I recall visiting, upon the 

recommendation of the priests at Pusey House, a Romanesque Anglo-Catholic parish there in Jericho, St. 

Barnabas, I believe it was. And I like to think of ourselves as like that parish in Jericho, just a bit outside of 

the bustle of Oxford yet still accessible to students. And, with the skyrocketing prices of real estate, we are 

getting more and more of the academic community renting in Christiansburg – which is all to the good! 

One of the things that I think it is important to remember (not that I think any of you have particularly 

forgotten!) as we move forward is the essence of our own vibrancy, our own “way forward.” It isn’t youth, or 

college students. That helps! But our essential quality, our “vibrancy” (a word used by churches so much 

now that it is beginning to lose its vibrancy) is the Catholic Faith. That, we should remind ourselves, does 

not depend on any one person. Depending upon one person is not Catholic, but rather is the unique “trend” 

of Roman Catholicism and her Papacy, which, I am afraid, is faulty in its Catholicity, built as it is upon a 

problematic, while venerable, foundation.  

The Catholic Faith is a common deposit to all, a common trust which we all safeguard, overlooking 

with a vigilant and watchful eye; but especially a deposit to all men called to any office of the same. As one 

Orthodox priest said, if an Orthodox bishop were to preach heresy, the laity would drown him in the river! 

It doesn’t require a Pope, or any Archbishop, to maintain the deposit of the Faith. (If an Archbishop helps, 

wonderful!) It is really dependent on – in a sense - our vestry, choir, Sunday school teachers, ushers, acolytes, 

lay readers; and more properly upon any deacons, and our priests, starting with our bishop, holding 
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commonly, not equally, the dispensed “office of ministry” which is by the Holy Ghost. Fr. Munn in his 

lovely book, Anglican Catholicism: Unchanging Faith in a Changing World quotes St. Optatus of Milevis 

(4
th

 Century) as I too shall quote St. Optatus: “. . . it is not one man only, who baptizes always and everywhere. 

This work is now done by different men from those who did it of old. In the time to come it will be done 

by yet others. The ‘Ministers’ can be changed; the Sacraments cannot be changed.” We have a bishop. I am 

your Rector. We will now have an assistant.  

When I began my curacy just after seminary in June of 2006, Bishop Hewett preached a sermon in 

which he talked about that parish as a “teaching hospital.” Teaching hospitals are kind of a thing in Quaker 

Philadelphia, where much money has been invested in medical schools, and hospitals where one can do a 

residency. A “training parish” is very much the same thing. We had great “training parishes” in Philadelphia 

– first and foremost, Good Shepherd, Rosemont, which maintained a full-time curacy or two for many years. 

It is a wonderful privilege to be a “training parish” and I have no doubt St. Peter’s will do well at it, 

so please take my comments below as something that must be said, rather than needs to be said. Moving on 

from my curacy to my first rectorship, I was shocked to find out (I probably shouldn’t have been shocked) 

that since it was my “first” parish, folks had no qualms about saying, “we get to shepherd him a little bit.” 

There is, no doubt, some truth in this! (Also, it is a little hard to resist “shepherding” any twenty-six year-old 

bachelor.) Yet, if a patient, upon realizing that a medical intern just graduated from medical school is 

standing by the bedside, thinks “I get to shepherd him a little bit,” obviously that interaction between patient 

and medical intern will not go very well at all – nope, not at all. 

A little reflection will reveal that a “truth” being proclaimed by the patient who says, “I get to 

shepherd as well,” is that there are many gaps of experience in the medical intern’s life and formation up to 

that point. Certainly. That is why he or she is doing an internship! But the other “truth” butting heads with 

the aforementioned “truth,” (in that rocky exchange which will inevitably follow if and when the patient has 

such an attitude) is that the medical intern went to medical school and the patient did not – full stop. That 

is why the medical intern is the medical intern and the patient is the patient.  

Again, I have no doubt that St. Peter’s will be kind and measured in its responses to our curate’s 

ministrations. I would not consider bringing in a curate if I had any doubts that St. Peter’s would be kind. It 

is really, really, important, however, that a curacy be just that, or else the curate, upon moving on to another 

parish, will have all sorts of things to heal from before being effective in the next church – which is just plain 

counterproductive. Indeed, if the parish is, in any sense, “a teacher” and fails to be kind, then the “student 

evaluation” should reveal that such a “teacher” gets a big fat zero, for failure to teach gently and respectfully. 

May God give us all, me first and foremost, words of encouragement and wisdom! 

  You all are very wonderful. Yet some frustration can follow from hearing, for example, a curate 

preaching (and I think Mr Seeley is a fine preacher already). In anticipation of frustration that may never 

ever occur, George Herbert’s poem on preaching is helpful for any congregation, at any time, to remember:  

 

Judge not the preacher, for he is thy Judge: 

If thou mislike him, thou conceiv'st him not. 

God calleth preaching folly. Do not grudge 

To pick out treasures from an earthen pot. 

The worst speaks something good: if all want sense, 

God takes a text, and preacheth patience. 

 

 
News and Information 

Transfiguration of Our Lord – Anticipated on Thursday, at Noon. 

Vestry meeting – August 17
th

, 7:30 PM, mass preceding at 7 PM. 

St. Bartholomew’s Day – Wednesday, August 24
th

, at Noon 



 AUGUST, 2022 

 SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY 

 [1] 

 

[2] 

 

[3] 

 

[4]  

 

12 noon HC 

[5] 

 

[6] 

 

 

5:00 p.m. HC 

[7] 
8:00 a.m. MP & HC 
10:00 a.m. HE, SS 

 

 
TRINITY VIII 

[8] 

 

[9] 
 

[10] 
 

 

 

 

[11] 
 

12 noon HC 

[12]  

 

 

[13] 

 

 

5:00 p.m. HC 

[14] 
8:00 a.m. MP & HC 
10:00 a.m. HE, SS 
 

 

TRINITY IX 

[15] 

 

[16] 

 

[17] 

 

 

7:00 p.m. HC 

7:30 p.m. Vestry 

[18] 

 

12 noon HC 

[19] 

 

 

 

[20] 

 

 

5:00 p.m. HC 

[21] 
8:00 a.m. MP & HC 
10:00 a.m. HE, SS 
 
 

 

TRINITY X 

[22]  

 

[23] 

 

[24] 

 

12 noon HC 

 

St. Bartholomew 

[25] 

 

12 noon HC 

[26] 

 

[27] 

 

 

5:00 p.m. HC 

[28] 
8:00 a.m. MP & HC 
10:00 a.m. HE, SS 

 

 

 

TRINITY XI 

[29] 

 

[30] 

 

 

 

 

[31] 

 

 

 

 

LEGEND: HC - Holy Communion; FHE – Festal Holy 
Eucharist; HE - Holy Eucharist; SS – Sunday School; PG 
- Prayer Group; EP – Evening Prayer; MP – Morning 
Prayer; P&HU – Prayers and Holy Unction 

 

 
IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 

If you cannot fulfill your assigned duty because of an urgent reason, PLEASE SECURE A REPLACEMENT. 

 August 7 August 14 August 21  August 28 September 4 

Altar Guild V. Williams M. Slayton  J. Butterfield V. Williams  M. Slayton 

 B. Higginbotham B. Higginbotham B. Higginbotham B. Higginbotham B. Higginbotham  

Coffee Hour B. Von Claparede  V. Williams J. Butterfield G. Terrell S. Darby 

Sat. Epistoler 5 p.m. A. Butterfield A. Butterfield A. Butterfield A. Butterfield A. Butterfield 

Epistoler 8 a.m. G. Mauney D. Drysdale C. Von Claparede D. Drysdale G. Mauney 

Epistoler 10 a.m. T. Paisley P. Williams G. Terrell P. Williams T. Paisley  

 
Altar servers and ushers will be assigned as available before each service. 

 

2022 Vestry (term end): Dan Drysdale (’23), Lisa Olver (’24), Ted Paisley (’24), Marnie Slayton (’22), Clemens 
Von Claparede (’22), Phil Williams (’23) 


