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The Rector’s Ramble (In and Out of Brambles)   On Circumcision and Holy Name 
 
So, what is the meaning of circumcision? Circumcision is a sign of the covenant, the “sacrament of circumcision” as 

Jeremy Taylor calls it. And what is the covenant? It is a special relationship with God, that God’s people will be 

God’s own people. For the individual Jew this partly meant that a man shall take as wife someone from among the 

nice Jewish girls and not go after women who are outside of the Covenant. In the national sense, the People of Israel 

are not to go a-whoring after false gods.  

Not to be too graphic, but circumcision is a very real and noticeable reminder that a man is not to have 

relations with a woman who is not of the covenanted people, and that a woman is not to have relations with a man 

who is not of the covenanted people. It is true that, for example, Egyptians had a longstanding practice of 

circumcision, but it wasn’t precisely the same procedure and is clearly identified in the ancient artwork as a different 

procedure altogether.  

I am now going to quote from one of the sermons in the Book of Homilies, required to be read publicly in 

the early days of the Church of England. According to the Homily against Whoredom and Adultery, the word 

“adultery” “be properly understood of the unlawful commixtion [mixture] or joining together of a married man with 

any woman beside his wife, or of a wife with any man beside her husband; yet thereby is signified also all unlawful 

use of those parts, which be ordained for generation [or procreation].” Any outside mixture that will stop the holy 

people from continuing to be a holy people from generation to generation must be marked as adultery, including 

adultery by practicing false religions. (I am not speaking here against mixed marriages in the racial sense of the word. 

Today, we, being a religion of gentiles, need no longer worry about mixed marriages, as the Jews once did. St. Paul 

says definitively that, like circumcision, mixed marriages are no longer a problem in Christ. The husband might 

convert his wife. The wife might convert her husband.)  

Hosea does a good job in explaining the very real-life connection between whoring after false gods and 

adultery. Hear him in chapter 4 of Hosea! “The heart of My people has gladly engaged in fornication, wine, and 

strong drink. . . . They have gone astray in a spirit of whoredom and grievously gone a-whoring from their God. 

They have sacrificed on tops of the mountains, And on the hills they have sacrificed Under the oak and poplar and 

under the shady tree, Because their shade was good. Therefore your daughters shall go a-whoring. And your 

daughters-in-law shall commit adultery. But I will now show care for your daughters When they commit fornication, 

Nor your daughters-in-law When they commit adultery; For they mingled themselves with harlots And sacrificed 

with the initiated ones; And the people who understood Entangled themselves with harlots.” Similarly, Paul reminds 

us not to take the “members” of Christ and make them “members” with, one flesh with, a harlot. In a logically 

similar way, he says we cannot be partakers of the Lord’s Table and the table of demons.   

This sounds pretty harsh. But I’m assuming that we realize that anyone who has experience adultery feels 

pretty hurt and is pretty angry. God is no different; He gets pretty angry, except that His finite and limited wrath is 

consumed by His infinite love and unlimited mercy if and when His people ask for grace and mercy.  

The homily I quoted before gives us a great insight as to what adultery does to a marriage. And, of course, 

adultery when committed in our hearts does the same thing as in the deed. “For when this most detestable sin is 

once crept into the breast of the adulterer, so that he is entangled with unlawful and unchaste love, straightway his 

true and lawful wife is despised, her presence is abhorred, her company stinketh, and is loathsome, whatsoever she 

does is dispraised: there is not quietness in the house, so long as she is in sight: therefore to make short work, she 

must away, for her husband can brook her no longer. Thus through whoredom is the honest and harmless wife put 

away, and an harlot received in her stead; and in like sort, it happeneth many times in the wife towards her 

husband.” In this way, we can see how adulterated religion yields the same produce. God is despised. His presence 

in the holy tabernacle and in the midst of God’s people, the church, is abhorred. God’s company stinks and is 
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loathsome. Whatever God does is spoken of with disdain and there is no quiet in the House of God and in the 

homes of His people. So long as God is around as a constant reminder of our guilt. In short, God must be pushed 

out of our lives while the idols may come in to stay.  

On Holy Circumcision, we pray, “Almighty God, who madest thy blessed Son to be circumcised, and 

obedient to the law for man” – here we remember that the Law has forbidden all national whoring after other gods – 

“Grant us the true circumcision of the Spirit; that, our hearts, and all our members, being mortified from all worldly 

and carnal lusts, we may in all things obey thy blessed will”. All our members, all our parts, are to be “mortified 

from all worldly and carnal lusts”. What does the Law say? It is summed up in our Catechism’s discussion of the 

Ten Commandments and the Summary of the Law thus. 

 

“What is my duty towards God?” 

“My duty towards God is To believe in him, to fear him, And to love him with all my heart, with all my mind, with 

all my soul, and with all my strength . . .” Is my heart part of my body? Yes. Is my mind a member of my body? 

Yes. Is all my strength? Yes. Even the soul is a member and part of our bodies.  

 

“What is my duty towards my Neighbour?” 

“My duty towards my Neighbour is To love him as myself [using all of my “members” to love Him and neighbour 

properly], and to do to all men as I would they should do unto me: To love, honour, and succour my father and 

mother: To honour and obey the civil authority; To submit myself to all my governors, teachers, spiritual pastors 

and masters: To order myself lowly and reverently to all my betters: To hurt nobody by word or deed [our tongue is 

one of our members, and it is one that St. James says is very hard to tame]: To be true and just in all my dealings: 

To bear no malice nor hatred in my heart [there is that part of the body, our heart, again]: To keep my hands from 

picking and stealing [there are our hands, one member that Christ says that if it should cause us to sin it were better 

to cut it off and cast it from us than for our whole body and all of our members to be sent into hellfire], and my 

tongue from evil speaking, lying, and slandering: To keep my body in temperance, soberness, and chastity: Not to 

covet nor desire other men’s goods: But to learn and labour truly to get mine own living. And to do my duty in that 

state of life unto which it shall please God to call me.”  

 

The Catechist then reminds the student that he or she cannot do these things of their own power, and, instead, must 

learn to call on God by diligent prayer to help in time of need, in time of temptation! Diligent prayer is in the Name 

of Jesus! And this leads us quite clearly to the idea of the Holy Name of Jesus, which we celebrate at the same time 

as Holy Circumcision! That day, being both Holy Circumcision and the Holy Name of Jesus reminds us of the 

connection between Circumcision and that very Holy Name that was given Him during the Holy Circumcision, and 

that in turn reminds each of us that we have been given a Name in having God as our Father through Holy Baptism. 

“Do not take God’s Name in Vain!” A father may say to a son, Son, don’t you dare bring dishonor to our family 

name. A name is there to be passed on lawfully and honorably to the next generation, with no adultery, misuse of 

our bodies, or sowing of wild oats, picking and stealing, no blemish, nothing. St. Paul asks us, (quoting from the 

previous homily) “Shall I then take the members of Christ, and make them the members of a whore? God Forbid.”  

We will be holy by special grace and through diligent prayer, or we shall fail miserably. The draw and pull 

of idols and idolatry is too strong. We can’t do this without His help. But his Name is, the One Who Saves. God 

Saves!  

In closing, I’ll give some advice from this homily we’ve been quoting: “Now to avoid fornication, adultery, 

and all uncleanness” – and we can say that this applies to our spiritual lives concerning what gods we serve as much 

as it concerns what we now call our “private lives”  - “let us provide that above all things, we may keep our hearts 

pure and clean, from all evil thoughts and carnal lusts: for if that be once infected and corrupt, we fall headlong into 

all kind of ungodliness”. In addition, the advice is given “to use a temperance and sobriety in eating and drinking 

[St. John of Kronstadt comments that sins of the flesh come along with a full belly] to eschew unclean 

communication, to avoid all filthy company, to flee idleness, to delight in reading the holy Scriptures, to watch in 

godly prayers and virtuous meditation, and at all times, to exercise some godly travails [or good works]” and that this 

“shall help greatly unto the eschewing of whoredom.” Idolatry must be removed from the heart if we are to be 

God’s own people. “Be ye holy, for I am holy.”  

 



News and Information 

The Epiphany of Our Lord – 12 Noon & 6 PM. Wine and Cheese at the Rectory afterwards. 

Vestry meeting – January 25
th

, 7:30 PM, mass preceding at 7 PM. 

Conversion of St. Paul – Transferred to Thursday, January 25
th

, at Noon 

 JANUARY, 2023 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

[1] 

8:00 a.m. MP & HC 
10:00 a.m. HE 

 

CIRCUMCISION 
OF CHRIST 

[2]  

 

[3] 

 

[4] 

 

[5] 

 

12 noon HC 

 

 

[6] 

 

12 noon HC 

 

6:00 p.m. FHE 

EPIPHANY 

[7] 

 

 

5:00 p.m. HC 

[8] 
8:00 a.m. MP & HC 
10:00 a.m. HE, SS 

 

 

EPIPHANY I 

[9] 

 

[10]  
 

 

[11] 

 

 

 

[12] 

 

12 noon HC 

 

[13] 

 

 

[14] 

 

 

5:00 p.m. HC 

[15] 

8:00 a.m. MP & HC 
10:00 a.m. HE, SS 
 
 

EPIPHANY II 

[16] 

 

[17] 

 

[18] 

 

 

 

[19] 

 

12 noon HC 

 

[20]  

 

[21] 

 

 

5:00 p.m. HC 

[22] 

8:00 a.m. MP & HC 
10:00 a.m. HE, SS 
 

 

EPIPHANY III 

[23] 

 

[24] 

 

 

[25] 

 

 

7:00 p.m. HC 

7:30 p.m. Vestry 

[26] 

 

12 noon HC 

 

 

[27] 

 

[28] 

 

 

5:00 p.m. HC 

[29] 
8:00 a.m. MP & HC 
10:00 a.m. HE, SS 
 

 

 

EPIPHANY IV 

[30] 

 

 

 

[31] 

 

 

 

LEGEND: HC - Holy Communion; FHE – Festal Holy Eucharist; HE - 
Holy Eucharist; SS – Sunday School; PG - Prayer Group; EP – Evening 
Prayer; MP – Morning Prayer; P&HU – Prayers and Holy Unction 

 

 

 

 
IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 

If you cannot fulfill your assigned duty because of an urgent reason, PLEASE SECURE A REPLACEMENT. 
 

 January 1 January 8 January 15 January 22 January 29  

Altar Guild V. Williams  M. Slayton V. Williams M. Slayton J. Butterfield 

 B. Higginbotham B. Higginbotham  B. Higginbotham B. Higginbotham B. Higginbotham 

Coffee Hour TBD J. Butterfield G. Terrell S. Darby C. Pappas 

Sat. Epistoler 5 p.m. A. Butterfield A. Butterfield A. Butterfield A. Butterfield A. Butterfield 

Epistoler 8 a.m. D. Drysdale C. Von Claparede D. Drysdale  G. Mauney C. Von Claparede 

Epistoler 10 a.m. P. Williams T. Paisley  P. Williams G. Terrell T. Paisley 

Altar servers and ushers will be assigned as available before each service. 
 


